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David Nieves’ life is a story of transformation—one shaped by struggle, faith, and an unshakable belief in
the possibility of renewal. Born in Puerto Rico and raised between two worlds, David entered the justice
system as a young man with only an eighth-grade education and limited English. What could have been
the end of his story became the beginning of a profound journey.

For 28 years in New York’s maximum-security prisons, David rebuilt himself piece by piece. He learned
the language, pursued his education, and embraced a spiritual calling that reshaped his identity. Guided
by mentors like Rev. Edwin Muller, Rev. Petero Sabune, Julio Medina, Eric Waters, and Dr. John
Ducksworth, he became a teacher, a mentor, and a quiet force of hope behind the walls. He earned a
Bachelor’s degree from Bard College and a Master of Professional Studies from The New York Theological
Seminary (now Union Theological Seminary)—achievements that symbolized not just education, but
liberation.

When David returned home in 2021, he carried the spirit of Exodus with him. At Exodus Transitional
Community, he began as a Case Manager, helping others navigate the same system that once held him.
His compassion, lived experience, and steady leadership quickly elevated him to Supervisor, then
Clinician, Deputy Director, and now CEO of Consilium Novus Humanitas Consulting & Enterprising
Services, Inc (CNH). Every day, he guides people toward stability, healing, and second chances.

As CEO of Humanitas Novus Humanitas (CNH), David extends this mission even further, building
pathways to opportunity for disadvantaged individuals through leadership development, housing
advocacy, reentry support, and social enterprise. His vision is simple yet radical: every person—no
matter their past—deserves the chance to rebuild, to be seen, and to belong.

David is also an author, speaker, and certified Gang Specialist. His TEDx talk, The Power of Language to
Redefine What Matters, reflects his belief that words can open doors, reshape identities, and free the
human spirit. His book Out of the Wilderness continues to guide those seeking direction, healing, and
purpose.

David’s journey—from prison to leadership, from silence to voice—embodies the truth of Isaiah 61:1: that
even in the darkest places, freedom and restoration are possible. Today, he stands as a living reminder
that transformation is real, redemption is powerful, and every life carries a purpose waiting to be claimed.



